
 

1 June 2012

Dear Monsignor Nicholas Chia

May we fi rst say that we were very happy to receive your lett er of 25th May 2012 in support 
of the commemorati on event of Operati on Spectrum to be held on 2 June 2012 and your 
wish for all to dream dreams for our people and country. We received and appreciated it as a 
gesture on the part of the Catholic Church in Singapore to recognize truth and acknowledge 
the injusti ce suff ered by the former detainees of Operati on Spectrum and their families.

Needless to say, we are deeply disappointed and puzzled to receive your lett er of 
withdrawal, just fi ve days later. 

Whatever might have transpired to pressurize the head of the Catholic Church in 
Singapore to withdraw the lett er, we would like to think that you can now understand why 
the detainees had to make their “confessions” under the duress of torture and the threat 
of indefi nite detenti on without trial.      

We do not regard the event we are organizing as “politi cal acti viti es”, but as an eff ort 
to achieve restorati ve justi ce. This is a human and necessary stage in the healing process for 
the former detainees of Operati on Spectrum, their families and friends.  We are somewhat 
amazed and dismayed that you seem to suspect – without giving any reason (and indeed 
there is none) – that there is any ulterior moti ve to use your lett er outside of the event, in 
any way at all.  

How did you come to this conclusion? We had not even solicited the lett er from you 
in the fi rst place.

We note that you have copied a Mr                      in your lett er of withdrawal and are 
puzzled as to his role in this matt er when he was not copied in the fi rst lett er. Should we 
also copy this response to Mr   ? Out of courtesy, we will await your response.  

Lastly, while we can understand that Christi ans are obliged to “render to Caesar what 
is Caesar’s”, in the context of Singapore, we are curious to know what you think they should 
“render to God” in this same context. 

Yours sincerely,

The Organisers


